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apply at all times:

● Students are expected to follow all GCS bus rider rules and procedures

when riding a bus to and from school and while on any school related activity

involving bus transportation.

● Students are expected to follow the bus driver’s directions when getting on

the bus, during the bus ride and when exiting the bus.

● When getting on the bus, students are expected to find their assigned seat

and remain there until they reach their destination and only get out of their

seat when the bus comes to a complete stop.

● Students are expected to sit facing forward with their backs against the

back seat cushion, feet towards the floor and hands to themselves.

● Students are expected to keep their hands and feet to themselves so as not
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● If it is necessary to cross the street when exiting the bus, students will

watch for the bus driver’s signal that it is safe to cross the street.

Students should never cross the street behind the bus.

Note: Glass containers, balloons, or other items that pose a safety hazard on the

bus are not permitted. Food items that cannot fit in a book bag are also not

permitted.

When bus safety rules are violated, the driver will report the infraction to the

principal with a written disciplinary referral. After talking with the student and

the driver, the school administrator will determine the consequence for the

infraction on the bus. Typically, depending upon the severity of the infraction, the

first incident will often result in a conference with the student and parent contact.

Further infractions typically result in a withdrawal of riding privileges for 1-5 days,

depending on the nature of the infraction and age of the child. However, some

behaviors, including physical aggression or other behaviors that have

significant safety implications, may result in a withdrawal of riding privileges

with the first offense. Special circumstances may warrant the suspension of

riding privileges for a longer period of time, including for the remainder of the

school year.

During the period of bus suspension, it is the parent’s responsibility to provide

transportation to and from school on a daily basis. (Regular attendance is still

required by law even though riding privileges have been suspended.)

Bus Transportation Information

Registration/Getting a Bus Assignment:

All students must be registered for the bus for the 24-25 school year using a

Lowell Elementary bus registration form. Bus registration forms are available at

the beginning of the year at Orientation or online at the school website (until
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Orientation day) and also at any time during the year (front office). Please

allow 24 business hours to process bus registration forms. Our point of contact

for bus registration, bus discipline, or other bus issues/questions is Ms. Queen in

the front office. If you need assistance with any bus matter, please do not

hesitate to contact her at the school (704-836-9118).

Important Regulations/Other Information for Parents:

● Students should be at their assigned bus stop at least 10 minutes before the

bus is due to arrive to avoid delaying the bus schedule. Bus drivers are not

permitted to wait for students who are not physically at the stop when

the bus arrives. Students are only allowed to be at their assigned stops

and no other bus stop. Bus drivers do not have the authority to change a

bus stop assignment.

● Students are not permitted to ride a bus other than the one to which

they are registered and assigned. (For liability, safety reasons, and

limited capacity, students are not allowed to ride the bus with a friend.)
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Car Rider Line

The car rider line in the morning is one lane. Drop off occurs along



always



to the front door. Once you have arrived and we have checked your ID, we will

call your child to the front door to meet you. It is not permissible to call ahead and

ask for your child to be waiting for you. Please be patient when checking your

child out of school at a time other than dismissal, as the safety and security

of all children is our top priority and concern. Our procedures are in place to

protect your child.

Classroom Celebrations

The classroom teacher may plan classroom celebrations occasionally with the

students as a reward or before a school break. Birthday celebrations or “parties”

are not permitted at school. Balloons, floral arrangements, cupcakes, etc. will

not be delivered to the classroom and are not allowed on the bus. If you are

interested in donating a store-bought snack for a classroom celebration organized

by the teacher, you should communicate with the teacher in advance, since

there may be dietary restrictions among some of the students that require

prior parent approval. (Food allergies and diabetes are the most common

dietary restrictions that require advance notice.) All teachers follow specific

procedures for scheduling @
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At any time during the year, if a need or concern arises, please contact the school

to schedule a time to speak with the teacher. Teachers are not permitted to

accept calls during the school day, but will call you back as soon as they are

available and within 24 hours. If the teacher is unable to assist you with your

concern, please contact Dr. Conley.

Contacts

Please reach out to us for any needs you may have throughout the year. Staff

members may be reached at (704) 836-9118.

Principal Dr. Conley alet

mailto:alconley@gaston.k12.nc.us
mailto:khqueen@gaston.k12.nc.us
mailto:lcpekarek@gaston.k12.nc.us
mailto:dkmotskinger@gaston.k12.nc.us


custody of your child through a court order, please provide a copy. Without a copy

of the court order, both parents on the birth certificate have equal rights at

school.

Dental Screenings

When children have dental problems, their overall health and ability to learn can be

compromised. Kintegra partners with us to provide dental exams, x-rays (if

needed), dental cleanings, and flouride treatments for all of our students. Services

provided by Kintegra require parent permission and you will receive information on

this opportunity in advance. Kintegra has a mobile dental bus and will be visiting us

at two different times during the school year. Again, your child will not participate

unless you want them to participate and provide signed consent.

Discipline

To guarantee a safe and positive educational climate, it is important for students

to understand that acceptable standards of behavior will be expected at all times.

Students will be taught, acknowledged, and rewarded for appropriate behaviors.

(See Section on Positive Behavior Intervention and Support.) Behavior

interventions will also be attempted and a referral to the counselor will be made

when appropriate. Consequences will be administered when any individual’s actions

interfere with the right of teachers to teach and students to learn. Any teacher

or staff member in the school has the right to correct any student at any place in

the school at any time. Classroom and school rules and procedures are established

and discussed at school. As a result, students have been made aware of what is

expected of them. Your child’s teacher will provide you with information about the
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classroom expectations and behavior plan. All parents will also receive a copy of the

Gaston County Schools Code of Conduct at the beginning of the school year. The

GCS Code of Conduct may also be found on the GCS website. Consequences for rule

violations should correspond to the severity of the offense and take into

consideration the individual child and the particular offense. Consequences may

include, but are not limited to:

Verbal reprimand/warning

Change in seating arrangement

Loss of class privilege/reward

Communication with parent

Time-out in the classroom or in another teacher’s classroom

Silent lunch

Restricted privileges at recess*

Parent-teacher-student conference

Referral to administrator

Behavior lab (designated time period)

In-school suspension (behavior lab all day)

Out-of-school suspension

* Students will never be denied physical activity as a punishment while in the

classroom, but they may be denied interactive play privileges with others.

Your child’s teacher and/or administration will communicate with you when

disciplinary actions are necessary. We will always strive to be consistent and

fair, and treat students with dignity.

Note: Items that may be used as or that may imitate weapons (including toy

guns/knives), sharp objects, chains, matches, etc. are strictly prohibited from

campus. Students are not permitted to sell or trade any merchandise or

collectibles in the school or on school grounds, including trading cards.

Electronic devices and cell phones are not permitted at this age due to the

risk of loss or damage. The school is not responsible for lost, stolen, or
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damaged devices. Students are not permitted to share food or drinks from

home under any circ



Early Release Days

We will have 2 early release days this year. Please be sure that appropriate

arrangements are made for your child to be picked up early on early release days

or that someone is home when the bus arrives early on early release days. Dismissal

time is at 11:30 a.m. on early release days. This year, the early release dates are:

October 10, 2024 and March 13, 2025.

Emergency Closing/Delayed Opening of School

Schools may be closed due to inclement weather conditions. The superintendent or

designee will make public information announcements and releases to news media

when this occurs. Parents are encouraged to listen to local TV and radio stations

for public information announcements regarding the potential closing of school due

to weather conditions. You may also visit the GCS website. Announcements

regarding the closing of school are usually made by 6:30 a.m.

If schools are operating on a delay, school employees are often not at school at the

regular time. For that reason, students may not be dropped off until the

designated times:

1-hour delay: Car rider drop-off line begins at 8:00 a.m.

2-hour � drop-offline beginsat��������
�D���P��
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Evacuations & Emergency Procedures

Evacuations are conducted throughout the school year. All students, staff, and

visitors must evacuate the building upon hearing an alarm or evacuation

announcement. Fire evacuation routes are posted in each classroom. Students are

taught evacuation procedures, severe weather protocols, and other safety

protocols at the beginning of the school year and practice procedures at

unannounced times. Lockdown of the school is also practiced during the year.

During the practice of any safety protocol or evacuation, it is not possible to check

your child out in the front office. If you arrive at the school while we are

practicing an evacuation or protocol, please be patient and we will assist you as soon

as the practice is complete (generally only a couple of minutes). These practices

will help to ensure student safety in the event of an emergency and are required by

law and by the Department of Public Safety. We also randomly scan students and

classrooms with a metal detector as required by GCS.

Field Trips/Educational Opportunities

Your child will bring home information about the off-campus learning opportunity

and a permission form to participate. The permission form must be signed and

returned before the trip--no verbal permission or permission over the phone can be

accepted per board policy. Please return the permission form indicating whether or

not your child is permitted to participate and do so by the due date so that we may

finalize plans for the trip in advance. Payments for field trips should be given to

your child’s teacher by the due date. Please note: Field Trips are

NON-REFUNDABLE due to costs being based on specific numbers of persons

attending. The only exception is if the entire field trip for all students must be
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canceled. If you have questions



Read Across America activities. If you have questions about our library or literary

events, please contact our Library/Media Specialist, Mrs. Pekarek.

Lost and Found Items

Items that are lost and found are turned into the school. Unlabeled and unclaimed

property is turned over to a charitable agency in December and again in June.

School personnel are not responsible for lost items. Items of unusual value or

those that do not have any purpose at schoolperso倐



staff exactly as directed by the health care clinician. Prescription medications

must be in a properly labeled container from the pharmacy and shall include the

name of the student, the name of the drug, the frequency of administration, and

the dosage. Non-prescription medication (anything over-the-counter) must be in

the original container and will be administered according to the written

instructions of the health care clinician. Whenever the medication is changed by

the health care clinician, the parent is responsible for informing the school and

submitting a new Authorization of Medication for Students in School form. All

medications are to be kept secured in a location designated by the principal and

school nurse.

Any unused medication should always be picked up by the parent or guardian at the

end of the school year. Unclaimed medication will be properly disposed of within

one week after the last day of the school year--medication is not stored at school

over the summer.

Parent Concerns

It is always advantageous to the parent, the student, and the teacher for problems

or issues to be discussed and solved by those who are directly involved. Issues are

best resolved in a face-to-face discussion as opposed to a telephone call. If there

is an issue that needs to be discussed, please call the school to request a

meeting with the teacher or staff member who is most directly involved. If

the matter cannot be resolved, the next step is to seek Dr. Conley’s assistance.

Any concern or suggestion related to schoolwide matters or unresolved matters

should be discussed with the principal or assistant principal. An open dialogue is

always welcome and we are here to help you with any concerns that you may have.
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child’s learning or social/emotional well-being. We may be able to provide

additional support at school or help with community resources.

Picture Days

School pictures are taken at various times throughout the school year. All pictures

are PRE-PAY only. This year’s picture schedule is as follows:

Fall Pictures: September 27th

Fall Make-Up Pictures: November 1st

Class Group Pictures: January 24th

Spring Pictures: March 18th

Positive Behavior Interventions & Support (PBIS)

School-wide behavior expectations are based on the PBIS framework which

identifies and supports positive behavior expectations for all students. The

school-wide behavior expectations that we have identified for all students to

follow while in various locations of the building have been established to ensure a

safe and positive learning environment for all. We believe that the majority of

students will be successful in adhering to the behaviors that make up our “core”

behavior plan. We will provide additional









Title 1

Title 1 is a federally funded program designed to improve academic achievement in

schools with a high percentage of students eligible for free and reduced lunches.

Lowell Elementary qualifies as a Title 1 school. The purpose of Title 1 funding is to

help all students reach proficiency on each state’s content and performance

standards. Our Title 1 program includes a family engagement policy that outlines

our commitment to include families in the educational process, to communicate with

families about their child’s academic progress, and to provide plenty of

opportunities for families to participate in activities at school. Other components

of our Title 1 program include supplemental staff to provide more support to

students and teachers as they strive to achieve academic gains. The program also

includes supplemental materials and resources for students. At the beginning of

school, you will receive a comprehensive information packet on Title 1 and we will

have an annual Title 1 meeting. We will also be asking you to complete a

parent/family survey about our school. Results from the survey will be shared with

all families by the end of October.

Visitors

All visitors to the school must enter through the school’s main office entrance and

receive a visitor’s pass that must be worn and visible at all times. When visiting for

lunch, visitors wait at the front entrance until directed to the cafeteria. Parents

may only eat lunch with their own child; it is not permissible to pull other people’s

children to eat lunch with you and your child. Students must return to class with

their fellow students when lunch is over and visitors sign out at the front entrance
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